
Small Ruminants: Farm 
Safety & Humane Handling

Thursday, June 27, 2024 · 6:30–9 pm · FREE
Glade Spring, Virginia · Space is limited to 20 participants.

Small ruminants can be handled without expensive facilities. Generally, sheep and goats are 
friendly, calm, and a joy to raise. Despite their smaller size compared to cattle, it’s easy to 
underestimate their strength! Respecting them and being mindful of human and livestock safety 
measures is essential. Safety is paramount if you’re working sheep or goats alone, without 
someone to watch your back or lend a hand if needed. Beginning and experienced shepherds will 
enjoy a hands-on experience at Shepherd’s Way Farm. You will learn to understand animal behavior 
better, handle small ruminants humanely and safely, and take steps toward good stockmanship. 
Participants will gain experience in calmly working sheep or goats in pastures, pens, chutes, and 
handling facilities. Registration is required. A free dinner will be provided.

Register at  
ext.vsu.edu/calendar

For more information, contact Mandy Fletcher 
at 804-892-0108 or afletcher@vsu.edu.

   

Visit ext.vsu.edu for information on this and other 
upcoming events.

VSU COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE

@VSU_AG   
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in this activity, please call  
804-524-3292 / TDD 800-828-1120 during business hours of 8 am and 5 pm to discuss accommodations five days prior to the event.
Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of 
age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.
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